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 EU-US AGREEMENT ON ORGANIC TRADE 

 
On 15/02/2012, at the BioFach organic trade fair, the European Union and 
the United States officially announced their new organic trade 
partnership: products certified as organic in Europe or in the United States 
may be labelled and sold as organic in either region from 1/06/2012.  
 
This partnership between the two largest organic-producers in the world 
should facilitate the trade of organic products amongst those two 
partners with less bureaucracy and fewer costs. 
 
See the related EU press releases available in all languages at the following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/news/press-releases_en#releases 
 

 
 DATE OF ENTRY INTO FORCE: 1/06/2012 

 
 US ORGANIC PRODUCTS COVERED: 

 Organic processed and unprocessed agricultural products except aquaculture 
products 

- that have been grown in the USA  or  
- that have been imported into the US in accordance with US legislation. 

 
 Imports of processed apples and pears are subject to the presentation of the 

below described specific certification that no treatment with antibiotics has 
occurred during the production process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS: 
 
 The recently published Regulation 126/2012 (See below) adds the United States 

to the list of third countries equivalent to the EU in terms of rules governing 
the production and controls of organic processed and unprocessed products 
except for the prohibition on the use of antibiotics.  

 

 The list of US control bodies (CBs) and competent authorities (CAs) 
authorised to carry out the controls and issue the certificates for US organic 
products will be set out in the above mentioned list.  

 
NEW DOCUMENT: COMPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

 As with imports of organic products from other third countries, consignments of 
US organic products must be accompanied by a certificate of inspection in 
accordance with the model set out in Commission Regulation 1235/2008 (see 
below). This certificate will have to be completed by a USDA-accredited certifying 
agent. 
 

 In addition, Regulation 126/2012 sets out a model of complementary 
documentary evidence confirming specific characteristics of the production 
method. In the case of US products, certifying agents must verify that 
antibiotics were not used. I.e. tetracycline and streptomycin might be used to 
control fire blight on apples and pears. 

 
Operators submitted to official controls can request this document from those 
agents. 
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LIST OF RECOGNISED EQUIVALENT THIRD COUNTRIES 

 
 Annex III to Commission Regulation 1235/2008 (see below) sets out the list of third countries 

recognised by the EU Commission as having production standards and control arrangements on organic 
products which are equivalent to those required by EU legislation. 

 
 So far, 10 third countries are listed as recognised third countries for different product 

categories: Argentina, Australia, Canada, Costa Rica, India, Israel, Japan, Switzerland, 
Tunisia, New Zealand. 

 
The US will become the 11th country from 1/06/2012. 

 
 
LEGAL BASIS: 
 
 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 126/2012 of 14 February 2012 amending Regulation 

(EC) No 889/2008 as regards documentary evidence and amending Regulation (EC) No 1235/2008 as 
regards the arrangements for imports of organic products from the United States of America 
 
It was published in the European Official Journal L. 41 of 15 February 2012 which is available in all 
languages at the following link: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:041:SOM:EN:HTML 

 
 Commission Regulation 1235/2008 of 8 December 2008 sets out detailed rules concerning the import of 

organic products from third countries. 
 
The Regulation and its amendments are available in all languages at the following link: http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32008R1235:en:NOT 
 

 Annex III sets out 
 The list of recognised third countries and 
 The specifications necessary in each third country in order to verify whether the products placed on the EU 

market have been subject to a control system equivalent to the one applying in the EU 
i.e. Product category, Origin, production standards, competent authority, control bodies, certificate issuing 
bodies and duration of the inclusion. 

 
 Annex V sets out the model of the certificate of inspection for import of products from organic 

production into the EU. 
 
This document shows the production location, identifies the organisation that certified the organic product, 
verifies that prohibited substances and methods weren't used, certifies that the terms of the partnership 
were met, and allows traded products to be tracked. 

 
 

 
For further information 
 
 
o See the formal letter creating the EU-US partnership on organic trade signed on 15/02/2012: 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5097118 
 

o Press release on the USDA website: http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOPTradeEuropeanUnion 
 

o DG AGRI website on organic farming:http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/eu-policy/legislation_en 
 

 
 
 
 

Best regards, 
 

Cristina Moser 
 

Food Law Adviser 
cmoser@frucom.eu 
 

Tel direct: +32 2 230 03 33 
 

Disclaimer: FRUCOM issues circulars to inform its members of ongoing regulatory developments at EU level. 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information provided is accurate and up to date. If errors, omissions or 
misleading statements are brought to our attention, we will  try to correct them. However, FRUCOM accepts no 
legal responsibil ity or l iability whatsoever with regard to the information provided in this circular. 
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION - PRESS RELEASE

European Union and United States agree to Historic 
New Partnership on Organic Trade 
Nuremberg, 15 February 2012 -The European Union and the United States 
announced today that beginning June 1, 2012, organic products certified in Europe 
or in the United States may be sold as organic in either region. This partnership 
between the two largest organic-producers in the world will establish a strong 
foundation from which to promote organic agriculture, benefiting the growing 
organic industry and supporting jobs and businesses on a global scale. 

The organics sector in the United States and European Union is valued at roughly 
�40 billion combined, and rising every year. 

Formal letters creating this partnership were signed on 15 February 2012 in 
Nuremberg, Germany, by Dacian Ciolo , European Commissioner for Agriculture 
and Rural Development; Kathleen Merrigan, U.S. Agriculture Deputy Secretary; and 
Ambassador Isi Siddiqui, U.S. Trade Representative Chief Agricultural Negotiator. 
The signing took place at the BioFach World Organic Fair, the largest trade show 
for organic products in the world. 

"This agreement comes with a double added value. On the one hand, organic 
farmers and food producers will benefit from easier access, with less bureaucracy 
and less costs, to both the U.S. and the EU markets, strengthening the 
competitiveness of this sector. In addition, it improves transparency on organic 
standards, and enhances consumers' confidence and recognition of our organic 
food and products,� stated the EU Commissioner responsible for Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Dacian Ciolo . "This partnership marks an important step, 
taking EU-U.S. agricultural trade relations to a new level of cooperation" 

�This partnership connects organic farmers and companies on both sides of the 
Atlantic with a wide range of new market opportunities,� said U.S Deputy Agriculture 
Secretary Merrigan. �It is a win for the American economy and President Obama’s 
jobs strategy. This partnership will open new markets for American farmers and 
ranchers, create more opportunities for small businesses, and result in good jobs 
for Americans who package, ship, and market organic products.� 

 �This is a significant step in strengthening our bilateral trade relations,� added 
Ambassador Isi Siddiqui. �I am confident that this arrangement will facilitate and 
boost agriculture trade between the European Union and the United States – and 
lead to more jobs in this important sector for both America and Europe.� 
Previously, growers and companies wanting to trade products on both sides of the 
Atlantic had to obtain separate certifications to two standards, which meant a 
double set of fees, inspections, and paperwork. This partnership eliminates 
significant barriers, especially for small and medium-sized organic producers. All 
products meeting the terms of the partnership can be traded and labelled as 
certified organic produce, meat, cereal, or wine. 
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 Leading up to today�s historic announcement, both parties conducted thorough on-
site audits to ensure that their programs' regulations, quality control measures, 
certification requirements, and labelling practices were compatible. 

Although there are small differences between the U.S. and European Union organic 
standards, both parties individually determined that their programs were equivalent 
except for the prohibition on the use of antibiotics. The USDA organic regulations 
prohibit the use of antibiotics except to control invasive bacterial infections (fire 
blight) in organic apple and pear orchards. The European Union organic regulations 
allow antibiotics only to treat infected animals. For all products traded under this 
partnership, certifying agents must verify that antibiotics were not used for any 
reason. 

 In addition, all products traded under the partnership must be shipped with an 
organic export certificate. This document will show the production location, identify 
the organisation that certified the organic product, verify that prohibited substances 
and methods weren't used, certify that the terms of the partnership were met, and 
allow traded products to be tracked. 

 Both parties are committed to ensuring that all traded organic products meet the 
terms of the partnership, retaining their organic integrity from farm to market. The 
European Commission�s Directorate General for Agriculture and Rural 
Development and the U.S. Department of Agriculture�s (USDA) National Organic 
Program�which oversees all U.S. organic products�will both take on key 
oversight roles. 

The United States and the European Union will continue to have regular 
discussions and will review each other�s programs periodically to verify that the 
terms of the partnership are being met. The EU and U.S. will also begin to work on 
a series of cooperation initiatives to promote organic production and tackle 
important topics such as animal welfare and other issues. Both programs will share 
technical information and best practices on an ongoing basis to further enhance the 
integrity of organic crops and livestock production systems. 

Currently, this agreement only covers products exported from and certified in the 
United States or the European Union. 

For more information: 
– http://www.ams.usda.gov/NOPTradeEuropeanUnion 
– http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/home_en 
 

 

Contact : 
Roger Waite (+32 2 296 14 04) 
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